179.   THE ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

The present All-India Congress Committee met for the last
time at Delhi on the 4th November.1 The arrangements were
under the control of the renowned Hakimji Ajmal Khan. He is
ailing and badly needs rest. But he will not have any. His spacious
house and Dr. Ansari's have been turned into dharmsalas for the
accommodation of guests, whether Hindu or Mohammedan. The
Hindus have their prejudices scrupulously respected. Those who
will not take even water at a Muslim house are provided separate
quarters. Here in Delhi one certainly finds Hindu-Muslim unity
in full working order. The Hindus implicitly and gratefully accept
Hakimji's leadership and they do not hesitate to place their
religious interests too in his keeping.

The All-India Congress Committee is the people's parliament
elected annually. It has year by year grown in importance and
representative character. And today it is undoubtedly the mouth-
piece of all those adult men and women belonging to any religion
or party who can afford to pay four annas, who accept the simple
creed of the Congress and who have cared to have their names
entered in the Congress register. As a matter of fact, the dele-
gates include Hindus, Mussulmans, Sikhs, Christians almost perhaps
in their numerical proportion. I do not know whether it has
Parsis and Jews. It has a very fair proportion of women delegates.
It has also Panchama delegates. If any interest is under-repre-
sented, the fault lies with that interest. The delegates are all unpaid
and attend at their own expense and pay for their own board and
lodging. If the healthy practice on the part of the inviting cities
of entertaining the delegates as guests has sprung up, it is a sign
of the liberality of the citizens, no part of their statutory obKgation.
The majority of these elected representatives travel third-class and
are satisfied with mere elementary comforts. The house of this
people's parliament consisted of a temporary canvas pandd with a
few shrubs to decorate it. Chairs and tables were provided, I
presume, because it would have been difficult to ensure sufficient
cleanliness and freedom from dust in the compound where the
pandal was erected. Yellow-coloured khadi cloth served as table-
doth for the President's table. The members, both men and
women, were dressed mostly in coarse khadi, a few only had

l Vide "Speech on Civil Disobedience, A.I.C.C., Delhi", 4-11-192L